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p.N.E.U. NOTES. 


AUSTRALIA. 

, nf the P.N.E.U. was held at 

Kew (Melbourne.) On May «>t ' a ™ ^ igs Bromly). Dr. McCreery 
Ruyton Ladies' College (by kin ' P® rmi M ^ Headmaste r of Trinity School, 
presided, and the Rev. G. » • ,f' v lie i p Teachers.” Among the 

gave an address upon "How a t <> howed the importance of 

-any P°i"» that h. onahad ^ any kind 

:T“S: - Th, "eLce o, cht.*^ 

r e - u ^ *> 

difficulties for himself, and .he teacher may be able ,o gauge h,s pcwet, of 
learning and attention. He asked parents to repose confidence rn the teachers 
thev selected for their children, and to leave untrammelled, as far as possible, 
the' work of school life. In the discussion that followed, Dr. Kent Hughes 
made a strong protest against the custom of some parents of allowing their 
•children to go to parties during term, and Miss Bromly expressed her hearty 
agreement with him in a few words, showing from a practical point of view 
how impossible it was to maintain discipline and interest under such circum- 
stances. Miss Rankin said that although the parents must in many ways 
take a negative position with regard to school, yet it was inspiring to the 
children and teacher if they would interest themselves in the work and play 
as far as possible, and hoped they would take every opportunity afforded 
them of joining in the social life of the community. The discussion closed 
with a few words from the chairman upon the duty of parents to see that 
their children were physically in a condition to benefit from the influence 
of school and teacher. 


THE 

PARENTS' REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME -TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

u Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


Vol. XVI. No. 8.] [AUGUST, 1905. 


THE NINTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


OF THE 

PARENTS’ NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL UNION 

HELD IN 

THE PORTMAN ROOMS, BAKER STREET, W. 
MAY 16 th, nth, 18th, 19 th. 

“ A child’s rights : a disciplined body, a nourished mind, an instructed 
conscience, a trained will and a quickened soul.” 

(Continued from July number, page 555.) 


WEDNESDAY, May nth, 2.30 p.m. 

E. H. Cooper, Esq., in the chair. 

Madame Mariane Naerup read 

A PAPER FROM NORWAY. 

THE SOCIETY FOR THE BENEFIT OF OUR HOMES. 

Mr. Chairman, gentlemen and ladies, I am kindly all ^ 
to give a quite short account of that society m Norway of 
which I amthe president. The work of our soc.ety as e 
is not within the limits of the work of the arcn • 

in any other way then that it a ^P * n a much sma u er 

sn " b TdoUio w ciet; 

, , . ’ 1 Untprpst The name ot oui society 

which occupy our time and interest. n2 
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Z \ 7 translated into English the nearest 
is “ Hjemmenes e\ ^ tfae Bene fit of our Homes.” 

Z objec is to further the benefit of our homes with regard 
Ine oojeci i and social matters. 

'"ZTantTfTch'an association of women had already 
existed lor a long time, when “ Hjemmenes Vel at las was 
started in 1898, and 100 women gave their names to it. It 
soon proved that the society had a right to exist and had a 
vital power, and very soon it had grown big. It numbers 
now proportional to the condition of Norway, a great many 
members, namely, between 4000 and 5000, most of them in 
Christiania. There are also started sister societies of the same 
name in other towns without any special connection with 
the central society. We are a direct branch of the Norwegian 
National Council,” and we have our representatives there. 

How do we reach our aim with regard to the benefit of our 
homes ? Partly theoretically and partly practically. In 
order to regulate our domestic matters we have our own 
registry office for members only, our training schools for 
cooks and nurses. In furtherance of our economical matters 
we have our own association of merchants. The thought 
with the arrangement is to teach the people to pay at once 
and then to get better terms. The idea is near that of the 
co-operative idea. 

For the benefit of our members we have a very nice club, 
with dining rooms, drawing room, and smoking room. There 
they can read newspapers of the day as well as weekly journals 
and magazines. Many of our members are taking lunch 
there, and more than 200 are taking dinner. The food is 
cheap and good, all things are clean and comfortable. It 
is arranged for the members who are not very well off and who 
have to earn their living away from home. 

For the advantage of our children’s education we have 
mothers’ meetings, with lectures and discussions both for the 
upper and lower classes. And here we meet with “ Parents* 
Union,” when we draw into discussion and instructions all 
those subjects which have any connection with our children’s 
education, and also here we seek to further the sanitary, social, 
ethical, economical and religious matters. The speakers are 
generally physicians, masters, clergymen, fathers and mothers.. 


A PAPER FROM NORWAY. 
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The meetings have been met with great interest and the ideas 
are spread abroad over the whole country, so that mothers’ 
meetings now are held everywhere. A very joyful result of 
our first start. I will just point a few subjects “ Our 
children’s religious education,” “The necessity for teaching 
our children economy,” “ The mother and her sons,” “ The 
singing in the home,” “ Good manners,” “ The sanitary rules 
for young girls,” “ The working together between the home 
and the school,” and many others. 

Besides the established institutions and fixed meetings, we 
have courses with small exhibitions, and we have larger 
meetings to which others than members also are admitted. 
These meetings are called “ Parents’ Meetings,” “ Housewives 
Meetings,” meetings for young men and women and for 
servants, where lectures are given on subjects in questions of 
the day and which need to be explained. 

“ Hjemmenes Vel ” has become not only with respect to 
social, but also to economical matters a strong constitution. 
We have by our own work, through the annual fee— not by 
donations — formed a fundamental fund, and we lay up an 
annual amount, some of it for housewives, and some of it for 
servantmaids’ recreation fund. Three-quarters of it are e\ery 
summer distributed among these. 

“ Hjemmenes Vel ” is directed by a management of five 
members, one of them elected as president. This management 
tends to the behoof of the society. For bringing to an issue 
matters of greater moments we have a representation of 
twenty-five members, and at least four committees, which 
assist the management. We are all in the management 
housewives and mothers. Men can be elected as mem ers 
of management, but none have been as yet, as \\e t in 
their time is fully occupied. We have at the same time many 
male members who gladly receive the advantages our work 

can offer them. .. TT . „ i » 

In all social and political questions ‘ Hjemmenes 
takes quite a neutral position. The benefit of our homes ts our 
work. We take as women no agitative position. 

try to pave the way for culture and ZZ stagZhomes. and 
by bringing knowledge and comfort society, 

from the single homes something bac 


uTtwr DFR GESCHLECHTER 
564 gemeinsame erziehung de 

■ T^ZJfAlVhomes, fully aware of our great 

And we are, as holders , there (ore, we try to give our 

influence and responsi , w ] 10 l e country, 

whole energy to the ben deta ji s which can be of little 

IwiU not waste ithe time wlthdeU.1 ^ ^ ^ But , 

interest to you, and . ’ to g i ve this short account 

want to thank you for aUow.ng me to jve And 

fro a country in "heartily for having 

last, but not least, 1 must tn t here at this C on- 

fe i rce m % , waT P ar<m n ce } interested in “The Union” after 
Mrs. Franklin in Berlin. I felt that we were standing 
o' the same ground, namely, our children’s education, he 
development of individuals, the thriving of our homes to the 
benefit of our country. The sympathy made a link between 
US, you invited me, I accepted your kind invitation and came 

to England. . . , 

I will take back to my own country the impressions from a 

great nation, with its more plentiful work-power than ours, 
but with similar hearts, I mean, parents’ hearts. I will bring 
a message from parents to parents, and that message shall 

be : “ Do not get tired, and do let us be aware of our great 

work and responsibility as parents.” It is a great work, I 
think the greatest, but it is a beautiful work to form personalities 
for this life, and souls for the life to come. 

I wish good luck to parents’ work in this country ! And 
beg you to accept once more my sincere thanks for having 
given me admission amongst you. 


Dr. Knitter (Carlsruhe), read his paper on 

GEMEINSAME ERZIEHUNG DER GESCHLECHTER 
IN DEUTSCHLAND. 


Heine Damen und Herren ! 

Gerne folgte ich der Aufforderung Jhres Vereins, hier in 
England fiber den gegenwartigen Stand der coeducation in 
Deutschland zu sprechen. Einmal erschien mir seit lange 
die gemeinsame Erziehung der Geschlechter als eines der 
wichtigsten Mittel, unsere Kultur zu fordern ; und dann 
wiirde es mich freuen, mit meinen Ausfiihrungen gegen einige 
Anschauungen kampfen zu konnen, die in anglo-sachsischen 
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Landern — bis jetzt vielleicht mit einem gewissen Recht — fiber 
unsere kulturelle Riickstiindigkeit bestanden. Wir alle, die 
wir hier anwesend sind, messen ja wohl den Kulturzustand 
eines Volkes auch darnach, in welcher Achtung dort die 
Frauen stehen ; und so mochte ich wiinschen, durch meine 
kurzen Ausfiihrungen zeigen zu kdnnen, dass wir in Deutsch- 
land den berechtigten Anspriichen der Frauen und den 
Erfordernissen einer hoheren Kultur auf diesem Gebiet, doch 
nicht mehr so ohne Verstandnis gegeniiber stehen, als es dem 
aussen Stehenden vielleicht scheinen mochte. 

Es iszkein Zufall, dass die Stellung der Frau bei uns noch 
schlechter ist als in England, das bei uns die Frauenbewegung 
einige Jahrzehnte spater als bei Jhnen entstand ; denn um 
gerade diese Zeit waren w T ir auch in unserer wirtschaftlichen 
Entwicklung und damit in unserer gesamten Kultur hinter 
Jhnen zuriick. Solange der Stand der Kultur nur primitive 
Arbeit verlangt, die weniger mit dem Gehirn, als mit der 
rohen Kraft zu leisten ist, wird selbstverstandlich das an und 
fur sich nicht grosse wirtschaftliche Kapital eines unent- 
wickelten Volkes zur Ausbildung derjenigen menschlichen 
Krafte verwendet, die korperlich am meisten leisten konnen , 
und das sind eben die des Mannes. Erst eine Kultur, die 
das Recht der starkeren Faust hinter sich liess, eroffnet die 
Moglichkeit, weibliche Kraft, dort wo sie eben mit dem Manne 
konkurrieren kann, d.h. auf geistigem Gebiet, auszubilden. 
Aber auch dann ist es bei den kulturell medng stehenden 
Teilen der Bevolkerung, bei einer armen Bauernschaft Oder 
bei einer in schlechten Wohnverhaltnissen lebenden Arbeiter- 
schaft, wo die Kinder nicht erzogen werden, sondern gera e 
so aufwachsen, wo die Kinder kommen und gehen ''‘ uin s * 
wollen, wo sie umgehen mit wem sie wollen, o er in og 
W ohn verhaltnisse umgehen mfissen, ziemhch einerlei, ob ma 
die Kinder wahrend der paar Schulstunden zusammenha 
Oder nicht ; durch die Trennung oder durch die Zusa 
erziehung ist weder viel zu gewinnen noch zu \vr ei ^ 

so wurden und werden bei uns in dem gross en e 
auf dem Lande die beiden Geschlechter gemeinsam p rod i em 

ohne dass man fiberhaupt dariiberweiter sprac i. oder 

eine Frage offentlichen Interesses wird “ 

gemeinsame Erziehung der Geschlechter rn de, Jugend 


